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Write here, write 
now 
 
Make it newsworthy and share a story 
you’re passionate about with the world. 

You will learn 
Communicate 
Learn to express your own views, listen to others, and understand what they’re trying to tell you. 
Respect others 
Value and trust others for who they are, regardless of their background. 

 
 

You will need 
• Pens or pencils 
• A4 paper 
• Scissors 
• Old newspapers 

 

Before you begin 
• You’ll need enough old newspapers or magazines for each pair to have one. Make sure to check 

through and remove any inappropriate content. 
• Cut the headline off the article (but keep both parts!). Lay all the headlines out at one end of your 

meeting space and put all of the articles at the other end. 
• This activity works well on a night away or camp as it’s already split up – you can do the sections 

one at a time throughout the day or evening. You can also run this in an ordinary meeting and 
encourage people do the final section (‘Time to write’) at home. 

  

Time | 1hr  
Cost | Free 

Location | Indoors 
Group size | Teams 
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Make the headlines 
1. Everyone should split into pairs. 
2. Each part should find a space in the middle of the meeting place – about the same distance from the 

headlines and the articles. 
3. One person from each pair should go to the articles, collect one, and take it back to their partner in 

the middle. 
4. Each pair should read their article. 
5. Now they know what the articles about, the other person in each pair should go to the headlines, 

choose the one they think matches their article, and take it back to their partner. 
6. You may want to remind everyone that headlines tend to be catchy – they introduce the subject of 

the piece and leave the reader wanting more. 
7. Each pair should take it in turns to share what their article’s about and why they chose the headline 

they grabbed. For example, were there any stand-out words? 
8. Everyone should think about whether their headline is the best match for the article. Do any pairs 

need to swap? Everyone should work together until all of the articles are matched with the right 
headlines. Each pair should hang on to their article and headline ready for the next part of the 
activity. 

 
 

 

 

See it through their eyes 
1. Everyone should split into pairs. 
2. Each part should find a space in the middle of the meeting place – about the same distance from the 

headlines and the articles. 
3. One person from each pair should go to the articles, collect one, and take it back to their partner in 

the middle. 
4. Each pair should read their article. 
5. Now they know what the articles about, the other person in each pair should go to the headlines, 

choose the one they think matches their article, and take it back to their partner. 
6. You may want to remind everyone that headlines tend to be catchy – they introduce the subject of 

the piece and leave the reader wanting more. 
7. Each pair should take it in turns to share what their article’s about and why they chose the headline 

they grabbed. For example, were there any stand-out words? 
8. Everyone should think about whether their headline is the best match for the article. Do any pairs 

need to swap? Everyone should work together until all of the articles are matched with the right 
headlines. Each pair should hang on to their article and headline ready for the next part of the 
activity. 
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Plan it out 
1. Everyone should think about ways articles are published. They could think about local newsletters 

(for example, school, community, or group newsletters) or local newspapers and magazines. 
2. Everyone should split into small groups. 

It’s up to you, but you could use the same groups as in ‘See it through their eyes’. 
3. Each group should think about people, topics, or events they could report on. It’s up to them what 

they choose – they may want to jot down lots of ideas before narrowing it down. 
If people are struggling to think of ideas, they could think about a topic that really interests them or 
an event or activity they’re doing soon. 

4. Each group should cut out words from the newspapers or magazines they used earlier. They should 
mix up the words to make a headline. The headline can be a work in progress – they can make 
tweaks later. 

5. Everyone should decide what investigating they’ll need to do before they write the article. Do they 
need to interview anyone, visit a location, or read some background information? 

6. Everyone should make a plan to do any investigating they need to do. Leaders, parents and carers 
must be aware of what they’re planning to do in advance. 

 

Time to write 
1. Once everyone’s gathered their research, it’s time to get stuck into the writing. 
2. Everyone should plan their article – they should aim to write about 600 words across three sections. 

The beginning should set the scene, introduce the subject of the article, and convince people that it’s 
interesting. The middle should keep the reader hooked as it explains what’s happened in more 
details and includes interviews and quotes. The conclusion should offer final thoughts on the subject. 

3. Everyone should write their article – it’s up to them whether they use pen and paper or a device such 
as a laptop or tablet. 

4. Everyone should read through their finished article. Does the subject come across as they intended it 
to? What edits do they need to make? Editing is a really important part of any writer’s job – the best 
gems shine when first drafts are polished. 

5. Once the articles are finished, everyone should gather them together and publish them somewhere. 

 

Reflection (Activity Headings) 

 

Time Activity 

5 mins 

This activity was all about communicating and respecting others. How similar were the 
interviewee and the person described in the article during ‘See it through their eyes’? Was 
it easy for people to put themselves in someone else’s shoes and understand how they 
might answer questions the article didn’t cover? When they were writing their own 
articles, how easy did people find it to communicate the facts in an interesting way? How 
did they make sure it stayed true to the topic or event, and the people involved? 
Why not repeat ‘Make the headlines’ and ‘See it through their eyes’ using the articles 
everyone wrote? Did it change anyone’s perspective on the activity? How similar were the 
interviewees in ‘See it through their eyes’ and the real people the writers interviewed? 
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Change the level of challenge 
If 600 words is too challenging for some people, reduce the article length. They could include pictures 
alongside the words too. 

Make it accessible 
People can use whatever tools work for them – including different coloured paper, tablets, or 
computers. They could also work in pairs so only one person needs to write. At the end of the day, it’s 
about creativity – it’s OK if the grammar gets a bit confused or the spelling isn't exact. That’s what 
proofreading is for! 

 
All Scout activities should be inclusive and accessible. 

 

Take it further 
Think more about how you’ll publish the finished articles. Could the group set up their own newspaper 
or blog? If anyone’s especially enjoyed this activity, they could talk to the leaders (or other groups 
they’re part of) about opportunities to write more articles. For example, schools may have 
opportunities for newsletters or bulletins, or you group could put something together about everything 
you’ve been up to. 

 

Youth shaped guidance 
Everyone has the chance to choose their own topic, so they should go with something they’ve enjoyed 
or that they care about. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Safety 
 

All activities must be safely managed. Use the safety checklist to help you plan and risk assess your 
activity. Do a risk assessment and take appropriate steps to reduce risk. Always get approval for the 
activity and have suitable supervision and an InTouch process. 

 
 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/inclusion-and-diversity/supporting-those-with-additional-needs-and-neurodiversity/reasonable-adjustments/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/safe-scouting-cards/staying-safe-safety-checklist/staying-safe-leaders/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/risk-assessments/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/safety/planning-and-assessing-risk/guidance-for-supervision-of-activities/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/intouch/

