Risk assessment – Storm Kettles 
	Name of activity, event, and location
	1st Anytown Scouts – indoor active games
Remember – this is just a starting point for you to assess the risk of your event and you will need add or take away hazards & controls according to your own findings.
	Date of risk assessment
	1 November 2025
	Name of person doing this risk assessment
	adult volunteer one (working with others)


	
	
	Date of next review
	1 November 2026 (or each term or with significant change to environment)

	
	



	What could go wrong?
What hazard have you identified?
What are the risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	What are you going to do about it?
How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
How will they be communicated to young people and adults and remain inclusive to all needs?
	Review & revise
What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	A hazard is something that may cause harm or damage.
The risk is the harm that may occur from the hazard.
	For example: young people,
adult volunteers, 
visitors
	Controls are ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk.  
For example, you may use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way you do the activity.
	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change what you’re doing or even stop the activity.
This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.

	Burns from the Storm Kettle from steam, or hot water
	All present
	Clear safety briefing before use
Ensure access to cold water is available 
Ensure a trained member of staff to supervise and only adults or authorised young persons are to handle the kettle
Maintain a “hot zone” perimeter of at least 2 meters around the kettle
Storm Kettle placed on a stable, flat surface, at ground level 
Ensure the ‘cork’ is removed before use as this can lead to a pressurised explosion if left in.
 Recommended that cork bungs are replaced with relief whistle to prevent chance of pressurised kettles
Carefully place the kettle onto the base, 
Ensure spout is away from you and the oxygen hole in the base to face opposite way to the spout
Feed wood into the top as needed
Do not place a hand directly over the top as flames can rise beyond the kettle 
Do not lean over the kettle to check the fire or the steam
Use suitable fire-resistant gloves to remove and pour the water out
	[bookmark: Text2]     

	Fire from fuel (twigs/solid fuel) causing burns 
	All present 
	Use only in a fire-safe designated area
Ensure fire bucket/sand/water nearby
Kettle supervised at all times
Used away from tents/flammables materials
Extinguished properly after use
Only feed the fire with what you need
	     

	Pouring water which could cause scalding
	All present
	Only adults or authorised young people to pour boiling water
Use a slow and steady technique
Do not transport a hot kettle any further than needed (bring the mugs to the kettle)
Clear the area before lifting the kettle
Ensure that you are pouring away from body (e.g. not holding mug up and it is over feet)
	     

	Transporting the Storm Kettle which could cause scalding 
	All present
	Make sure the bung is in place in transporting the hot storm kettle 
Have a clear route when moving the storm kettle
Have a flat heat-proof surface to put the kettle on once moved
	

	Trip hazard from the kettle setup or the fire area
	All present
	Mark out the “hot zone” with clear boundaries (rope/cones)
Keep the kettle area free from clutter
Supervision maintained
Only operate from one side of the kettle and do not step between two kettles
Appropriate footwear to be worn (closed toe shoe)
	     

	Smoke inhalation or eye irritation caused by the fire from the Storm Kettle 
	Participants around the kettle
	Kettle used in an open space and well-ventilated
Limit crowding around the kettle
Use dry fuel (wood) to feed the fire to avoid lots of smoke.
	     

	Clothing /long hair/ neckers could come in contact with the fire 
	All participants 
	Tell everyone that long hair must be tied back due to fire risk
No synthetic gloves to be used on the activity
Coats must be fastened, no loose clothing due to fire risk.
Remove neckers
Toggles on jumpers etc to be tucked in
	     

	Behaviour: overexcitement
and not following rules or
instructions could lead to
accidents.

	All Participants 
	  During briefing tell everyone about rules for behaviour
leaders/adult helpers to always show model behaviour at all times
The session leader has the final say about sending youth members from the activity       
	

	Site Location: fire spending outside the Storm Kelly 
	All participants 
	Do not start to light a Storm kettle in any pine woodland area, or in peaty soil area
Session leader to assess area for suitability prior to starting the session
Pre session check to avoid overhead branches that could cause a larger scale fire
	

	Smoke which leads to Smoke inhalation, breathing difficulties, trips, burns
	All Participants
	At the briefing to tell all participants that they can move away from the smoke but in a safe manner, no running
Always try to work upwind of the fires
Use dry wood as this makes less smoke
Activity Lead be aware of participants suffering from asthma or breathing difficulties
	

	Accident or illness - Effects of illness, accidents, cuts, grazes, falls, burns
	All Participants 
	Ensure a full first aid kit and burns kit is at the session
Ensure access to cold water is available
Emergency contact for participants must be available to the activity lead
	


Don‘t forget, as part of your programme planning, you should have contingency activities in reserve just in case you can’t do what was planned or you need to stop half way through. Make sure this is shared with those involved, so everyone knows how to respond. You should have risk assessed contingency activities prior to them taking place and communicated key information to those involved as with all activities. 
[image: ]You can find more information in the Safety checklist for Section Volunteers and at scouts.org.uk/safety 
UKHQ template published November 2024
image1.png
r\Qn
O

Scouts




