Risk assessment – Support Dog attending
	Name of activity, event, and location
	[bookmark: Text1]     1st Anytown Scouts – Presence of Leader’s Support Dog
Remember – this is just a starting point for you to assess the risk of your event and you will need add or take away hazards & controls according to your own findings.
	Date of risk assessment
	Enter date 
	Name of person doing this risk assessment
	     Leader one (working with others)

	
	
	Date of next review
	Enter a date max 1yr ahead
(or before each event if sooner)
	
	



	What could go wrong?
What hazard have you identified?
What are the risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	What are you going to do about it?
How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
How will they be communicated to young people and adults and remain inclusive to all needs?
	Review & revise
What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	A hazard is something that may cause harm or damage.
The risk is the harm that may occur from the hazard.
	For example: young people,
adult volunteers, 
visitors
	Controls are ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk.  
For example, you may use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way you do the activity.
	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change what you’re doing or even stop the activity.
This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.

	Dog getting over excited /stressed when interacting with children.
Stress to animal
Possible agressive reaction from dog leading to injury of person (eg bite)
	YP/Leader knocked to ground YP/Leader scratched by dog 
YP/Leader bitten by dog
	Children taught to understand the dog is there to do a job.
The dog will always be in the care of the owner and on a lead.
The dog will not be left unsupervised with children.
The dog will have adequate training to remain calm.
Dog’s claws will be clipped if overly long.
Children will be briefed on suitable behaviour around the dog.
	

	Dog is a trip hazard
Stress to animal
Possible agressive reaction from dog leading to injury of person (eg bite)
	YP/Leader 
	The dog will kept on a lead.
The dog will have a rest place away from activity areas.
	

	Dog gets loose
Stress to animal
Possible agressive reaction from dog leading to injury of person (eg bite)
	YP/Leaders
	Group briefing to remain calm and stand still.
Dog to have reliable recall to owner.
	

	Allergic reaction to dog
Contracting illness or infection from dog
	YP/ Leaders
	Parents asked to inform group of known allergies beforehand.
Those with allergies identified and not near dog.
Well ventilated space.
Flea and worm treatment for the dog will be up to date.
Immunisations for the dog will be up to date.
Dog will be regulalrly groomed.
Washing hands after interaction with dog an established routine.
Dog not to be given treats without owner’s permission.
Dog faeces to be cleared up immediately.

	

	A claim is made against the Scout Group re: the behaviour of the dog
Financial impact on group
	Scout Group
	Dog to be responsibility of owner and have adequate third party insurance cover. Owner to evidence this before dog attends.
Risk assessment is in place for the dog
	

	Fear of dogs
Stress and upset, panic reaction
	YP/ Leaders
	Parents and Leaders informed dog will be attending beforehand.
Reasonable adjustments to be made for attendees who have expressed a fear of dogs.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	What other Hazards arising do you need to consider?
Never be afraid to stop an activity if it is becoming unsafe!
This Risk Assessment does not cover activities (eg: games, free time, open fires, outings, contingency plans), which will each require their own. You may also need to consider any specific individual needs.
Check Activities A-Z to see if any need Permits or qualifications to run them.
There are Example risk assessments  to use as a starting point
Don‘t forget, as part of your programme planning, you should have contingency activities in reserve just in case you can t do what was planned or you need to stop half way through. Make sure this is shared with those involved, so everyone knows how to respond. You should have risk assessed contingency activities prior to them taking place and communicated key information to those involved as with all activities.                                                                                 
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[image: ]You can find more information in the Safety checklist for leaders and at scouts.org.uk/safety 
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