Dear Mayor XXXXX

Re; Overnight Visitor Levy – Impact on COUNTY Scouts

I am writing to you as XXXXX for COUNTY Scouts about the recently announced plans by the government for Mayors in England to be given the power to introduce an overnight visitor levy on tourists.

I am deeply concerned about the potential impact this proposal may have on COUNTY Scouts’ ability to provide important overnight experiences for our young people.  In our area, we currently have XXXX Scouts. (AMEND WITH LOCAL DATA AS APPROPRIATE)

There is a clear distinction between a tourist and a voluntary youth group that is providing opportunities for young people to have experiences that they may not otherwise have access to.   

Building skills and friendships
Camps and nights away are at the heart of what we do in Scouts. They’re vital to building our 450,000 young people’s resilience, confidence and skills. Spending time away from home helps them think for themselves and feel good. At camp they forge deeper friendships and learn to be part of a team.

Time in nature
Camps and sleepovers are also times for young people to be in nature. When more than 7 in 10 spend most of their free time on screens, this precious time away is more important than ever. We know that many young people feel isolated and lonely. Nearly half don’t have a trusted adult they can talk to, and nearly 40% don’t have the chance to make new friends. 

Scouts is the antidote to this, and our nights away are essential to the work we do.

I recognise the government's objectives in introducing visitor levies to support local investment and sustainable tourism. However, I have significant concerns about the impact of the proposals on volunteer-led youth organisations.

Keeping overnight stays accessible to young people
The proposed new visitor levy on overnight stays in England would impact negatively on Scout residentials, adding cost and red tape.

I understand that legislation is yet to be published, but I strongly believe we need the following:

· A national exemption for all youth group members, including under-18s, young adults, and adult youth work volunteers, to protect youth development opportunities.
· A national exemption for charity-run hostels, campsites, activity centres, and meeting places, recognising that they’re distinct from commercial accommodation providers.
· No further administrative burdens to be placed on small-scale, volunteer-run facilities.

Following the meeting between the Secretary of State and Mayors on 10th September, I would like to ask for your commitment that any overnight levy that is introduced in REGION will not be done at the expense of providing volunteer led overnight experiences for young people, including Scouts and many other organisations. 

I would be very happy to meet you to discuss this in person. I would also like to invite you to one of our overnight stays so that you can see first-hand what we do, and so you can hear from our young people directly on how important these experiences are for them.

I hope you will agree that any proposals that may reduce, impede or prevent Scouts from experiencing the huge benefits of an overnight stay, would be an unintended consequence. This could fundamentally affect our ability to support young people in COUNTY. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely,


NAME 
COUNTY 


