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What is Gaelic Football?
Gaelic football is one of Ireland’s national sports and has been played for over 100 years.

Key Facts
• Organised by the Gaelic Athletic Association in 1884
• Played mainly in Ireland
• The biggest stadium is Croke Park with a capacity of 82,300. The fourth largest 

stadium in Europe is filled for All Ireland Finals
• Teams have 15 players in full matches
• Players can kick, hand-pass, bounce, and solo the ball
• A point (over the bar) = 1
• A goal (under the bar into the net) = 3
Interesting Facts
• It’s an amateur sport at elite level — players often have regular jobs
• County rivalries are huge in Ireland and players will spend their career playing 

for the county they live in or were born in. No big money transfers
• Over 2,200 clubs play across Ireland’s 32 Counties

Find out more at www.gaa.ie
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www.gaa-pathway-resources.com/gaelic-skills/skill-cards/football-
skill-cards
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